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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
LIQUOR DIVISION

6601 CAMPSTOOL ROAD
CHEYENNE, WYOMING  82002-0110

         Daniel W. Noble           Director, Department of Revenue
          Nicole Novotny Smith           Administrator, Liquor Division

Liquor Division Regulatory Section

          Tom Montoya           Chief of Enforcement   (307) 777-6453
          Kelly Hunt           Senior Agent/Licensing (307) 777-6449
          Jason Allen           Agent (307) 777-7233

          Liquor Division Fax (307) 777-6255

 Liquor Division Website           Wld.encompass8.com

All liquor license applications can be found on the Wyoming Liquor Division website.  At 
the bottom of the first page, go to WLD Information Page and click on the More Information 
link.  The fourth topic from the bottom is Licenses Issued by Local Authority.  All liquor 
licensing forms and information is available at this location.

 
     THE REGULATORY PERSONNEL AT THE DIVISION 

WILL BE THE LICENSING AUTHORITY’S 
PRIMARY CONTACT FOR ANY LIQUOR LAW QUESTIONS.
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TYPES OF LIQUOR LICENSES AND PERMITS
Licenses/Permits Issued by: LOCAL LICENSING AUTHORITIES

     Annual Licenses and Permits:

RETAIL LICENSE:                     Fee Range: $300-$1,500
Allows sale of alcoholic liquor and malt beverages for consumption on premise, off premise, or 
both.  Licenses are limited and available based upon a population formula.  W.S. 12-4-201

RESTAURANT LICENSE:                     Fee Range: $500-$3,000 
Allows service of alcoholic liquor and malt beverages to patrons in dining areas of restaurants. 
Alcohol sales can not exceed 40% of gross sales.  No consumption can take place in the 
designated area.  Package sales is prohibited.  W.S. 12-4-407

BAR & GRILL LICENSE:              Fee Range:$1,500-$10,500 
Allows sales of alcoholic liquor and malt beverages for on premise consumption.  Establishment 
must have a restaurant to qualify.  Same restrictions as the restaurant license but allows a 
bar/lounge.  W.S. 12-4-413

RESORT LICENSE:                     Fee Range: $500-$3,000 
Allows sales of alcoholic liquor and malt beverages for on premise consumption within the 
contiguous boundaries of a resort.  Resort must have an actual building value of $1 million, at 
least a 100 seat convention facility and a minimum of 100 sleeping rooms or a ski resort facility 
valued at $10 million.  Package sales is prohibited.  W.S. 12-4-401

LIMITED (CLUB) LICENSE:                                 Fee Range: $100-$1,500
Allows clubs such as veterans, fraternal organizations, golf or social clubs to sell alcoholic 
liquor and malt beverages for on premise consumption to members and their accompanied 
guests.  Package sales is prohibited.  W.S. 12-4-301

COUNTY RETAIL MALT BEVERAGE PERMIT:                   Fee Range: $100-$1,500  
Allows sales of malt beverages for on or off premise consumption. Permits are issued for 
locations beyond the limits of an incorporated city or town.  W.S. 12-4-201(b)

MALT BEVERAGE PERMIT - UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING:             Fee: $100 
Allows the UW board of trustees to receive a permit to sell malt beverages.  Only malt 
beverages drawn from kegs are allowed.  Sales must take place at the student union on the 
UW campus.  W.S. 12-4-501

SPECIAL MALT BEVERAGE PERMIT:                              Fee: $1,500  
Allows any responsible person or organization to sell malt beverages at public auditoriums, civic 
centers or events centers.  Package sales is prohibited.  W.S. 12-4-504

MALT BEVERAGE PERMIT ON RODEO GROUNDS:          Fee: DETERMINED LOCALLY  
Allows sales of malt beverages for events at rodeo grounds with at least 7,500 seats.  On 
premise consumption only, package sales are prohibited.  W.S. 12-4-507

MICROBREWERY PERMIT*:                        Fee Range $300-$500
Allows brewing of malt beverages for sale on and off premise.  Off premise sales are not to 
exceed 2,000 oz. per sale (15 gallons).  On premise sale of other malt beverages may be 
authorized.  Sales to wholesalers/retailers requires State authorization.  W.S. 12-4-412(a)(i)

WINERY PERMIT*:                            Fee Range: $300-$500 
Allows fermenting of juices into wines for sale on and off premise.  Off premise sales are limited 
to 2,028 oz. per sale (15 gallons).  On premise sale of other wines may be authorized.  W.S. 
12-4-412(a)(ii)
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SATELLITE WINERY PERMIT:                 Fee: Not to exceed $100  
Allows Winery Permit holder to sell its manufactured wine at up to three satellite locations within 
Wyoming.  W.S.12-4-412(d)

SATELLITE MANUFACTURER PERMIT:               Fee: Not to exceed $100  
Allows Manufacturer Permit holder to sell its manufactured product at one satellite location 
within Wyoming.  W.S.12-2-203(g)

*(Distillery licenses, Microbrewery and Winery Permits may be combined or held with Bar & Grill, Retail, 
Restaurant or Resort Licenses.)

24 Hour Permits (1 Day Permits):
CATERING PERMIT:          Fee Range: $10-$50  

Allows a RETAIL & RESORT licensee to sell alcoholic liquor and malt beverages for on 
premise consumption at another location. Issuance is limited to no more than 36 times per 
calendar year in any one location.  W.S. 12-4-502(b)

24 HOUR MALT BEVERAGE PERMIT:          Fee Range: $10-$50 
Allows a responsible individual, organization and microbreweries to sell malt beverages at a 
picnic, fair, rodeo, special holiday or similar public gathering. Issuance is limited to no more 
than 12 times per calendar year at any one location.  W.S. 12-4-502(a)/W.S. 12-4-412(j)

MANUFACTURER’S OFF-PREMISES PERMIT:         Fee Range: $10-$50 
Allows a distillery to sell it’s products only at meetings, conventions, private parties, dinners and 
similar gatherings to promote their product. Sales are for on premise consumption only, no 
package sale allowed.  Issuance is limited to no more than 12 times per calendar year.  
W.S. 12-2-203(g)

      Licenses/Permits Issued by: State (Liquor Division)

         Annual Licenses:
LIMITED TRANSPORTATION LICENSE:          Fee: Not to exceed $1,000 

Allows sales of alcoholic liquor and malt beverages in specified railroad cars or charter 
transportation vehicles, such as charter busses or limousines.  W.S. 12-2-202(a)

WHOLESALE LICENSE - MALT BEVERAGES:               Fee: $250 
Allows for the exclusive right to sell malt beverages at wholesale.  Granted to breweries, 
microbreweries and malt beverage wholesalers who reside within this state.  W.S. 12-2-201

MANUFACTURER/RECTIFIER/IMPORTER LICENSE:            Fee: $250 
Allows for the manufacture/rectification or importation of alcoholic liquors.  Granted to 
applicants who reside within this state.  W.S. 12-2-201

INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVE LICENSE:                        Fee: $50-$100 
Granted to a qualified individual employed or contracted by a supplier of distilled spirits or wine.  
Allows the individual to promote the supplier’s product in this state.  W.S. 12-2-203(b)

OUT-OF-STATE SHIPPER’S LICENSE:                        Fee $50
Granted to any person currently licensed in its state of domicile as an alcoholic liquor or malt 
beverage manufacturer, importer, wholesaler or retailer may ship up to 36 liters of 
manufactured wine to any one household in the state in a twelve month period.  W.S. 12-2-204

24 Hour Permit (1 Day Permit):
LIMITED TRANSPORTATION LICENSE:          Fee: Not to exceed $100 

Within a 24 hour period, allows sales of alcoholic liquor and malt beverages in specified railroad 
cars or charter transportation vehicles, such as charter busses or limousines.  
W.S. 12-2-202(a)(i)
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NEW OR TRANSFER LIQUOR LICENSE 
       APPLICATION PROCEDURE

         Wyoming Statutes 12-4-101 to 12-4-501 and 12-4-601 to 12-4-604

STEP 1

Applicant applies 
for a liquor license

The applicant is the 
“person” 

(legal entity) who will 
hold the liquor license

Any person desiring a liquor license or permit must apply to the 
appropriate licensing authority.  

Applicants must provide complete and detailed information about the 
type of licensed business they plan to operate.

The applicant must complete the new/transfer application.  This is a 
four page application.  

“Person” is defined as an individual, partnership, 
corporation, limited liability company, association or entity.

Individual members or officers of a corporation should not be listed as 
the applicant as the corporation or LLC will hold the liquor license.
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The trade name is the 
name of the business-

name the 
establishment 

advertises.
(Signs/billboards) 

Needed for liquor 
delivery

Example: 
Joe’s Bar & Grill

Building Address is 
the physical location of 
the business-needed 

for liquor delivery

This is the building that the licensing authority (city council or board 
of county commissioners) approves to sell liquor.  
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Local mailing address 
& phone number-

where 
correspondence from 
liquor division will go

All sales sheets, 
ordering and product 

information will be 
sent to this address

Term of the liquor 
license-1 year period
Example: 4/1/2019 to 

3/31/2020
(Watch dates)

Ensure license term 
does not begin until 

after the hearing date

Ensure the license 
term ends on the 

same day as all other 
licenses in the 

jurisdiction
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Verify proper license 
fees, 

advertising and 
hearing dates are 

entered

Own or Lease?

If leasing, need a copy 
of the lease

If the applicant does not own the building they are operating in, a lease 
must be included.  The lease must extend through the term of the 
liquor license.

Check the lease to 
verify it is valid through 

the license term and 
contains the alcohol 
sales authorization
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Questions 2-4 on 
page 2 must be 
completed by all 

applicants

Bar & Grill and 
Restaurant applicants 
must include a copy of 

their food service 
permit or application

A food service permit is required to qualify for the licenses.  Applicant 
can submit a copy of the application to start the licensing process.  Dept 
of Agriculture will not issue a permit until all inspections are completed 
and the business is ready to open to the public.

Applicant will need to submit a copy of the food service permit 
immediately after they receive it.  The Liquor Division may not activate 
the account until the permit is received.

Resort applicants 
complete the qualifiers 
under question 6
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Microbrewery 
applicants complete

question 7

Also need a copy of 
their federal basic 

permit

Winery applicants 
complete
question 8

Also need a copy of 
their federal basic 

permit

Fraternal (Club) 
applicants complete 

the qualifiers on
question 9

Veterans (Club) 
applicants complete 

the qualifiers on
question 10

Golf Club (Club) 
applicants complete 

the qualifiers on
question 11

Social Club (Club) 
applicants complete 

the qualifiers on
question 12
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Applicants filing as a 
Corporation, Limited 
Liability Company, 

Limited Liability 
Partnership or Limited 

Partnership
complete question 13

For Corporations, 
LLC’s individual 

names of corporate 
officers and LLC 
members go here

All stockholders with 10% or more of stock, every officer and every 
director must complete this section.

Please account for all stock.  If many stockholders have less that 10%, 
please note that information on the application.  Example:  four people 
hold stock in a corporation, one has 50%, the second has 44% and the 
other two split the remaining 6%.  The application would require the first 
two to complete Questions 16 (b) and they would note that the remaining 
6% is held by other stockholders. Submit additional pages if necessary.

Applicants filing as an 
Individual, Partnership 

or Club complete
question 14

Personal Names are 
entered here

All individuals, partnerships and club applicants must enter their personal 
information.
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Required 
Attachments:

Financial Statements

Leases

Assignments Letter 
for transfers

Federal Basic Permits 
for Microbreweries 
and Wineries

 Applicants sign here
 

Notarize the 
application

All individuals, all partners, one LLC member or two corporate officers or 
directors, or two club officers must sign the application.

If one individual has 100% of the stock, only one signature is required.

All transfers must submit an assignment letter from the  
current owner authorizing the transfer to the new applicant.



14

Assignment 
from current 

license holder 
to the 

applicant

Authorization to 
submit liquor 
orders under 

current license 
holder

All applicants must submit a statement of financial condition.

A letter from the applicant’s bank or a simple balance sheet will work.  This 
statement must be for the applicant.

Financial 
statement for 
the applicant
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Financial 
statement for 
the applicant
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STEP 2

Verify application 
and begin 
advertising

license data from 

The Licensing Authority confirms the application is fully completed and 
verifies eligibility of applicant.  The new/transfer application is checked 
for completeness on all lines.  Also verify that all supporting documents 
(assignment letters, lease agreements & financial statements) have 
the correct applicant listed.  

The applicant is the entity that holds the liquor license.  The 
members of a LLC or officers of a corporation do not hold 
licenses, the LLC or corporation does and therefore these 
individuals will not have their name appear until the third page.

After this review, contact the local paper and advertise the information 
contained on the application by using the sample form in the next 
section.  Prepare, publish and post the public notice.  

Publish this notice for two consecutive weeks in the local 
newspaper and post a copy of the notice at the establishment.

SAMPLE FORM FOR
LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION NOTICE

W.S.  12-4-104(a)

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A ....

Notice is hereby given that on the .... day of .... 20.. (name of applicant) filed an application for a .... license 
(permit), in the office of the clerk of the city (or town or county) of .... for the following described place (and 
room) (insert description) and protests, if any there be, against the issuance (transfer or renewal) of the license 
(permit) will be heard at the hour of ....M., on the .... day of .... 20.., in the (meeting place of the governing body).

Dated ....     Signed ....

STEP 3

Forward 
application to 

Liquor Division for 
statutory review

Once filed with the local clerk, a copy of the application is immediately 
forwarded to the Liquor Division for legal review.  The Liquor Division 
reviews the applications to ensure it is complete.  Any objections will 
be made by the Liquor Division within ten (10) working days of receipt 
of the application.

The Liquor Division uses this ten day window to have the 
application updated if necessary so the application is complete 
going into the hearing.  

If you do not hear from the Liquor Division, the application was 
accepted and confirmed as complete.
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STEP 4

Hold the public 
hearing

Present the liquor license application to the public, city council/board of 
county commissioners for their consideration.

No license shall be issued, renewed or transferred before the 
hearing has taken place.

Liquor License Considerations:
-What factual information was presented at hearing?
-Do existing licenses or permits meet the needs of the
community?
-Have the desires of the residents been met or satisfied?

 -Have other reasonable restrictions or standards imposed by 
  the Local Licensing Authority been met or carried out?
 -Is the welfare of people residing in the vicinity adversely and 
  seriously affected?

STEP 5

License Approved

If the license is approved by the Local Licensing Authority, collect the 
license fee, issue the liquor license send the approval card with 
Approved-Issued checked and the date the license was issued (or will 
be effective).  This informs the liquor division that the license was 
officially approved and allows the applicant to purchase liquor.  This 
ends the licensing process until renewal time.

If you do not have an approval card or liquor license, contact the Liquor 
Division.  Contacting us prior to the hearing seems to work very well, 
we can provide these to you pretty quickly.  

Check Approved- 
Issued box and add 
the date issued (or 
when it becomes 

effective)
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STEP 6

License Approved- 
Not Issued

If the license is approved by the Local Licensing Authority but the 
applicant is not ready to open to the public, collect the license fee, and 
send the approval card with Approved-Not Issued checked to the 
Liquor Division.  (This informs the liquor division that the license was 
officially approved and will be issued at a later date.)  

There are many circumstances where an applicant may want to 
acquire a license but not be open immediately.  Applicants may want to 
ensure they get a full retail license before they remodel a building or 
construct a building.  Some applicant may still need final inspections or 
other licensing/permitting before they can be issued a license. 

When the license is issued, the licensing authority will send an updated 
approval card with the Approved box checked and the date the license 
was issued.  This allows the license holder to purchase liquor.  This 
ends the process until renewal time.

Check Approved- Not 
Issued box until the 
applicant is ready to 
open to the public
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Resend the approval 
card when the 
applicant is ready to 
open to the public

Check Approved- 
Issued box and add 
the date issued (or 
when it becomes 
effective)

STEP 7

License Denied

If the application has been denied, complete and mail the “liquor 
license approval card” with the disapproved box marked. This informs 
the Liquor Division that the license was not approved and ends the 
licensing process.

If an application for a new license or transfer of ownership of an 
existing license is denied by the Local Licensing Authority, NO 
right of appeal is afforded to the applicant.  This ends the 
process.

Check Disapproved
box
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Liquor License Flow Chart
 

STEP 1
Applicant applies to Local Licensing Authority (city 

or county clerk) for a liquor license

STEP 2
Local Licensing Authority begins 

verification and advertising

STEP 3
Local Licensing Authority forwards a 
copy of the application to the Liquor 
Division for review

STEP 4
Local Licensing Authority conducts a public 

hearing to decide on the application

STEP 5
Application 
Approved

Right of 
Appeal

Denial of a 
renewal 

application 
may be 

appealed to 
District 
Court

License 
Granted
End of 
Process Denial of a 

new or 
transfer 

application 
cannot be 
appealed

NOOYES

STEP 6
Application Denied
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ANNUAL LIQUOR LICENSE 
RENEWAL PROCEDURE

Wyoming Statutes 12-4-101 to 12-4-501 and 12-4-601 to 12-4-604

STEP 1

R Receive liquor 
license data from 
Liquor Division 

license data from 

Receive licensing information usually in electronic form from 
Liquor Division about 120 days before expiration.  Renewal 
information includes clerk letter with a deadline date, list of 
license holders in that jurisdiction, renewal applications, approval 
cards, liquor licenses, blank new/transfer applications and blank 
renewal applications. 

A. Those license holders not renewing must submit a written 
notice to the clerk stating they do not want to renew.  
Copy must be forwarded to the Liquor Division.

B. If you have not received your renewal information 90 days 
before your licenses expire, contact the Liquor Division 
compliance staff immediately.
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STEP 2

Print and send 
applications

The renewal applications will have some information pre-merged 
to save time and effort

The applicant must complete the renewal application.  This is a 
two page application.  

A. Print merged renewal applications and send to all license 
holders.  

Merged data

STEP 3

Verify the 
application is 

complete

When received, ensure the application has been completed. 

(Items to look for highlighted in green)
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Ensure the applicant 
completed the proper 

section

(this example is an 
LLC)

Ensure all individuals, 
officers, members and 
directors associated 

with the business have 
completed all 

questions

Ensure the application 
was signed by one of 

the persons listed 
above and notorized
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STEP 4

Set the hearing 
date and start 

advertising

Once all renewal applications are received back, set hearing 
date at least 30 days prior to liquor license expiration date.

A.  Publish the notice for two consecutive weeks

SAMPLE FORM FOR
LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION NOTICE

W.S.  12-4-104(a)
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSES 

AND RESTAURANT LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE (CITY/TOWN OR COUNTY) 
OF ,  20    

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the applicants whose names are set forth 
below will file applications for renewal of their Retail Liquor Licenses or Restaurant 
Liquor Licenses in the Office of the (City/Town or County) Clerk, (City/Town), 
County of _____________, Wyoming.  The names of said applicants and the 
description of the place or premise which the applicant desires to use as the place 
of sale are set forth as follows:

RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSES

APPLICANT ADDRESS
Building Address
BUSINESS NAME

APPLICANT ADDRESS
Building Address
BUSINESS NAME

APPLICANT ADDRESS
Building Address
BUSINESS NAME

Protests if any against the issuance of any of these licenses will be heard at a 
public hearing to be held (date)   at    (time)    , in the council chambers, 

(address), City/Town, Wyoming.

City/Town or County of
                                    Name Title

PUBLISH:  Weekly - two (2) weeks prior to hearing.

STEP 5

Forward 
applications to 

Once filed with the local clerk, a copy of the application is 
immediately forwarded to the Liquor Division for legal review.  
The Liquor Division reviews the applications for completeness.  
Any objections will be made by the Liquor Division within ten (10) 
working days of receipt of the application.
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Liquor Division for 
statutory review

Email has proven to be a great method.  We can respond 
with an email back that they have been received.

The Liquor Division uses this ten day window to have the 
application updated if necessary so the application is 
complete going into the hearing.  

   If you do not hear from the Liquor Division, the   
   application was accepted and confirmed as 
   complete.

STEP 6

Hold the public 
hearing

Present the renewal applications to the public, city council/board 
of county commissioners for their consideration.

       A.  No license shall be issued, renewed or transferred      
            before the hearing has taken place.

STEP 7

License Approved

If the license is approved by the Local Licensing Authority, collect 
the license fee, issue liquor license and send the approval card to 
the Liquor Division.  

          (This informs the liquor division that the license was 
          officially approved and allows the applicant to continue 
          purchasing liquor.)  This ends the licensing process 
          until renewal the following year.
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STEP 8

License Denied

If the application has been denied, complete and send the “liquor 
license approval card” with the disapproved box marked. 

This informs the Liquor Division that the license was not 
approved.

If an application for a renewal application of an existing license is denied by the Local 
Licensing Authority, the applicant may appeal to the District Court.  Pending an appeal on 
a renewal, the Licensing Authority may not grant the license to any other applicant.  Upon 
notice of appeal the Local Licensing Clerk will provide the District Court with a certified 
copy of the application, each protest and the minutes recording the decision of the Local 
Licensing Authority.  The appeal is heard as a trial de novo with evidence taken and other 
proceedings as in a civil trial.  The court may accept and consider the certified documents 
submitted by the Local Licensing Clerk.  The case will be heard promptly and the 
procedure shall be in conformance with the Wyoming Rules of Civil Procedure unless other 
procedures are provided for and required.



27

LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL SCHEDULE
Notification begins:

The renewal process begins 120 days before the license expires when the Liquor Division sends 
renewal applications to the licensing authority.  The following calendar reflects the month when the 
licensing authority will receive their renewal applications:

January Counties: Big Horn, Converse, Sheridan 

Cities: Burlington, Burns, Cokeville, East Thermopolis, Laramie, Lusk, Lyman, 
Mountain View, Shoshoni, Sinclair, Sundance, Wamsutter

February Counties: Laramie, Sublette, Weston 

Cities: Albin, Baggs, Dubois, Elk Mountain, Encampment, Hanna, LaBarge, 
           Medicine Bow

March Counties: Albany, Park 

Cities: Afton, Clearmont, Cody, Dixon, Kemmerer, Lingle, Marbleton, 
Pine Haven, Rock River

April Counties: Carbon 

Cities: Glendo, Glenrock, Riverside
May Counties: Crook

Cities:  Frannie, Hulett, Manville
June Counties: Hot Springs 

Cities: Cowley, Evanston, Mills
July Counties: None

Cities: Lovell, Pine Bluffs
August Counties: Lincoln, Washakie 

Cities: Alpine, Big Piney, Buffalo, Chugwater, Deaver, Kaycee, Manderson, 
           Pavillion, Powell, Saratoga, Sheridan, Star Valley Ranch

September Counties: Niobrara, Teton

Cities: Hartville
October Counties: Campbell

Cities: Evansville, Guernsey, Jackson, Lander, Midwest, Wright
November Counties: Goshen, Johnson, Natrona, Platte 

Cities: Bar Nunn, Basin, Byron, Casper, Cheyenne, Dayton, Douglas, Edgerton,
           Gillette, Granger, Green River, Greybull, Hudson, Kirby, 
           Lost Springs, Moorcroft, Newcastle, Pinedale, Ranchester, Rawlins, 
           Riverton, Rock Springs, Superior, Ten Sleep, Thayne, Thermopolis, 
           Torrington, Upton, Wheatland, Worland, Yoder

December Counties: Fremont, Sweetwater, Uinta 

Cities: Diamondville, Fort Laramie, Meeteetse
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LIQUOR LICENSE HOLDER 
SALES TAX DELINQUENCY PROCESS

A. The Liquor Division is notified by the Excise Tax Division when a license is 
sixty (60) days delinquent on paying their sales tax.
  

B. Once notified, the Liquor Division immediately puts a hold on the 
ordering/shipment of any liquor orders.  

C. Notification of the hold is sent to the licensee and the appropriate city or 
county licensing clerk.

a. Local licensing authority can suspend the liquor license (licensee can 
not sell liquor) until the sales tax issue is corrected.

b. Any calls received from the licensee regarding their sales tax 
delinquency are directed to the Excise Tax Division 
at (307) 777-5200.

D. Any licensee delinquent on sales tax is placed on a “no buy” status until 
the Liquor Division is notified by the Excise Tax Division that all 
delinquencies have been paid.  

E. Once paid, a release is provided by the Excise Tax Division.  

F. The licensee and appropriate licensing authority are notified of the release.  
The licensee may again purchase liquor from the division.  W.S. 12-2-306
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Wyoming Alcohol Beverage Control Laws
Answers to Frequently Asked Questions

Question:  What is the legal age to consume alcoholic beverages in Wyoming?

Answer:  21 years of age.

Question:  What is the legal age to sell alcohol?

Answer:  21 years of age.

Question:  What is the legal age to serve alcohol?

Answer:  At least 21 years of age to serve in a licensed dispensing room (bar/lounge); at 
least 18 years of age in dining areas only.  18-20 year olds can enter the licensed 
room to pick up the drink and deliver it to a table or booth.  Local licensing may be 
more restrictive, check local ordinances/resolutions.

Question:  What are the acceptable forms of identification to purchase alcohol?

Answer:  A motor vehicle driver’s license, military identification card, passport or an 
identification card issued by the Wyoming Department of Transportation are all 
acceptable forms of identification.

Question:  What hours can a liquor establishment be open?

Answer:  Determined by local licensing authorities by local ordinance/resolution.

Question:  What is the legal limit for driving while intoxicated?

Answer:  As of July 1, 2002 the legal limit for driving while intoxicated is .08% BAC.

Question:  Is alcohol server training mandatory in Wyoming?

Answer:  No, server training is not currently mandatory in Wyoming.  Several 
municipalities do require server training.  The Liquor Division compliance staff are 
TIPS certified instructors that provide alcohol server training upon request from 
retailers or local authorities.  

Question:  Does state law regulate Happy Hours at retail establishments?

Answer:  State law does not regulate Happy Hours, however, the local licensing authorities 
may choose to place restrictions on them.

Question:  Are liquor licenses issued by the state of Wyoming?

Answer:  Yes and No.  The Liquor Division issues manufacturing, rectifying, importing 
and malt beverage wholesaling licenses.  Retail liquor licenses are issued by local 
licensing authorities.  For locations inside the boundaries of an incorporated 
city/town, the City/Town Council approve or deny licenses.  For locations outside an 
incorporated city/town, the Board of County Commissioners for that county 
approve or deny licenses.  However, the Liquor Division is mandated to review all 
liquor license applications for state law compliance before a local authority can 
approve or deny an application.
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Question:  What types of liquor licenses are available in Wyoming?

Answer:  Full Retail which allows both on/off premise sales.  Restaurant which allows on-
premise sales only.  Alcohol is to be served in dining areas only and 60% of gross 
sales must come from food sales.  Bar & Grill is the same as a restaurant but allows 
a bar/lounge.  Limited Retail is an on-premise license for private clubs (i.e.: Elks, 
Moose, VFW and golf clubs).  Clubs are allowed to serve only to members and 
accompanied guests.  Resort is for on-premise sales only.  To qualify for a resort 
license the resort complex must have a valuation of at least $1,000,000.00 excluding 
the value of the land.  It must have a restaurant and convention facility, and the 
convention facility must seat no less than 100 persons.  The resort complex must 
also have motel/hotel facilities with a minimum of 100 sleeping rooms.  County Malt 
Beverage Permits are available for locations outside the boundaries of an 
incorporated city/town.  This permit allows for on and off premise sales of malt 
beverage products only.  Microbrewery/Winery Permits allow the permit holder to 
brew malt beverages or manufacture wine.  Both of these permits allow for on-
premise and limited off-premise sales for personal consumption.

Question:  Must someone be a resident of Wyoming to hold a liquor license/permit?

Answer:  Yes and No.  Yes, if the license/permit is to be held by an individual or a 
partnership.  No, if the license/permit is to be held by a corporation, limited liability 
company, limited partnership or a limited liability partnership, however, these 
entities must be qualified to do business in Wyoming through the Secretary of 
State’s office.  

Question:  Is there a maximum number of Full-Retail liquor licenses that can be issued?

Answer:  Yes, the maximum number of full-retail liquor licenses that a local licensing 
authority may issue is based upon a population formula set in state law (W.S. 12-4-
201(d)).

Question:  Can someone operate under a liquor license issued to someone else if there is a 
management agreement between them?

Answer:  Yes and No. The use of management agreements by licensees to let someone 
operate an establishment under their liquor license is in violation of state law (W.S. 
12-4-601).  A liquor license may only be assigned or transferred by a sale made in 
good faith and with the approval of the local licensing authority.  Resort and golf 
club license holders can lease the food and beverage operations with some 
restrictions.  Contact WLD compliance staff in these instances.

Question:  Can liquor license holders buy alcohol for resale from anywhere?

Answer:  Yes, although Wyoming is a control state for alcohol retailers can now purchase 
up to 9 liters (1 case) of wine or spirits (no beer)  per week from another retailer.  
The Liquor Division is the exclusive wholesale distributor and seller of alcoholic 
liquor, excluding malt beverages, within Wyoming.  Retailers can also purchase 
wine, not listed by the Liquor Division, directly from a licensed out-of-state shipper.
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Question:  What is a non-operational status?

Answer:  Non-operational means the license holder is not open to the public on a weekly 
basis as required under W. S. 12-1-101(a)(xxi).  A license holder can be non-
operational for one year and ask the licensing authority for a second year upon 
showing of good cause per W.S. 12-4-103 (a)(iv).  After the second year, the license 
holder must be operational or the license reverts back to the licensing authority.  
Once a license holder has been non-operational and becomes operational, they can 
not become non-operational again except for extraordinary circumstances approved 
by the local licensing authority.

Question:  Can a license holder still get catering permits if they are non-operational?

Answer:  No.  If a license holder is currently non-operational that means they are not open 
to the public on a weekly basis as required by state statute.  If they are not open to 
the public, the license is inactive (of non-operational) and can not apply for or 
receive a catering permit.

Question:  Can consumers in Wyoming buy alcoholic liquors or malt beverages over the Internet or 
belong to a Beer, Spirits or Wine of the Month Club and have these products shipped 
directly to their homes?

Answer:  As of July 1, 2001, consumers in Wyoming may belong to wine-of–the-month 
clubs or purchase only wine products from a licensed out-of-state shipper, in 
quantities not to exceed 36 liters per household per year per licensed vendor.  Direct 
shipment of spirits and malt beverage products is expressly prohibited.

Question:  Can retailers order wine directly from licensed out of state shippers?

Answer:  Yes, in unlimited quantities as long as the wine is not listed by the Liquor 
Division.

Question:  Can retailers place orders with the Liquor Division over the internet?

Answer:  Yes, retailers can order product through the Liquor Division website at 
eliquor.wyoming.gov.  Retailers should contact the Liquor Division for details.

Question:  How does the Liquor Division decide what products to regularly list for sale to retailers?

Answer:  Products are presented to the Liquor Division by licensed sales representatives 
domiciled in Wyoming who represent manufacturers.  Demand, mix of products, 
price and availability are some of the criteria used by the Liquor Division in the 
selection process.  Any product with sufficient retailer support can be immediately 
listed with the Division.

Question:  What if a retailer wants a product the state does not list?

Answer:  Any product imported into the United States can be special ordered through the 
Liquor Division by the retailer. It will, however, take longer to deliver the specially 
ordered product to the retailer.  Products kept in inventory can be delivered the 
next day.  The average time to deliver a special ordered product to the retailer is 
approximately 30 days.  This time is needed to pool the special order product with 
other product so freight cost can be kept to a minimum.  
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APPLICATION FORM CHECKLIST FOR APPLICANTS
Has the Applicant line been completed correctly?

The applicant is the “person” or entity that will hold the liquor license.  If the applicant is 
an LLC or Corporation, the LLC name or corporate name will be listed here (not the 
individual members of the LLC or any corporate officers)

Has the Trade Name line (business name) been completed correctly?
This line asks for the name of the business so the liquor delivery personnel can find 
your business. 

Have the building address and mailing address been completed correctly?
The premise address is the physical location of the business.  The mailing address is 
where all correspondence is mailed including price books and invoices.   Large 
corporations holding several licenses may want to list the individual store address 
instead of the corporate address so liquor price books go directly to the store and not 
corporate offices.

Have you checked to ensure ALL questions have been answered completely?
If you have a lease agreement, is it valid through the TERM OF THE LICENSE?

Does your lease agreement contain a provision from the Lessor to allow sale 
of alcoholic and/or malt beverages on leased premises?
If your building is not in existence, have you attached the required architect’s 
drawing or suitable plans of the room and premises to be licensed?

For ALL NEW LICENSE ANDTRANSFER APPLICANTS.  Have you attached 
a statement indicating your financial stability and financial condition?

This can be a simple balance sheet showing assets and liabilities or a letter from the 
bank stating the applicant has an active account and is in good standing.  If the 
applicant is a LLC or Corporation, the letter should have the LLC or Corporation listed 
as the account holder, not an individual member or officer of the corporation.

For BAR & GRILL AND RESTAURANT LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICANTS.  
Have you attached a copy of your current valid food service permit or an 
application for a food service permit?  

Have the required signatures been properly notarized?  NOTE:  All must be 
signed before the notary.  If all are not present, have a separate attached 
page notarized.

All individuals, all partners, two club members and two corporate officers or members 
must sign the application.  If the LLC or Corporation is owned 100% by one member or 
officer, then that member or officer is the only one required to sign the application.

If TRANSFERING OWNERSHIP OF A LIQUOR LICENSE, is a form of 
assignment from the current licensee attached?

This letter authorizes the transfer of the liquor license from the current owner to the 
applicant.
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Financial Statement for Liquor License Applicants
Applicant:_________________________________________ Date:________/________/_________

Assets
Current Assets

Cash $___________________________
Investments $___________________________
Inventory $___________________________
Prepaid Expenses $___________________________
Other Current Assets $___________________________

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS $___________________________

Fixed Assets
Land $___________________________
Buildings $___________________________
Leasehold Improvements $___________________________
Furniture & Fixtures $___________________________
Other Fixed Assets $___________________________

TOTAL FIXED ASSETS
$___________________________

Less- Accumulated Depreciation $___________________________
NET FIXED ASSETS $___________________________

TOTAL ASSETS  (LINE1)             $_________________________

Liabilities
Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable $___________________________
Note Payable $___________________________
Accrued Expenses (Interest, taxes, wages, etc.) $___________________________
Installment Loans Payable $___________________________
Other Current Liabilities $___________________________

 TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES (Line 2) $______________________

Capital 
Capital

Sole Proprietor $___________________________

Corporation
Capital Stock $___________________________
Treasury Stock $___________________________
Retained Earnings $___________________________

Partnership
Name of Partner Capital
____________________________ $______________________
____________________________ $______________________
____________________________ $______________________
____________________________ $______________________

TOTAL CAPITAL (LINE 3) $_________________________

TOTAL LIABILITIES & CAPITAL 
(Line 2 = Line 3) Must equal line 1  $_________________________
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Notes:_________________________________________________________
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